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Stanley returned to the table. He said that it was his
duty to decline to form a government, particularly by
reason of the lack of suitable members from the House of
Commons. One of the Whips, Beresford, leapt up and
assured Stanley that there were several men of worth waiting
at the Carlton to be summoned.

"Who is there at the Carlton?" asked Stanley impatiently.

"Deedes," said Beresford.

"Pshaw!" exclaimed Stanley. "These are not names I can
put before the Queen. Well, my lords and gentlemen, I am
obliged to you for your kind attendance here to-day: but
the thing is finished."

And they all dispersed, much confused in mind. Henley
stayed on, silent and grim. Beresford had the bearing of a
man who had just lost his whole fortune at roulette, and
kept on declaring that Deedes was a first-rate man.

When Stanley explained his refusal to form a government
to the House of Lords, he drew a brilliant parallel between
the nullity of his own party and the brilliance of the small
group of Peelites. It was not always very easy to be the
lieutenant of Lord Stanley.